
Brian Mulroney Hall
Sustainable Features and LEED Certification

Mulroney Hall, an academic building on the St. Francis Xavier University campus, 
has been designed to meet LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) version 2009 Gold Certification. The LEED rating system is a globally 
recognized environmental building standard.

It focuses on sustainability throughout buildings’ design, construction, and 
operation. In LEED 2009, prerequisites and credits are awarded in seven 
categories: sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy & atmosphere, materials 
& resources, indoor environmental quality, innovation & design process, and 
regional priorities. This brochure features some of the environmental highlights 
for Mulroney Hall.

A geothermal heat pump system is used 
to heat and cool Mulroney Hall and 
Nicholson Tower. 60 wells drilled 600 
feet into the ground provide a far more 
consistant temperature for improved 
efficiency compared to air-source heat 
pumps. The geothermal field has been 
designed to be a reliable, long-term 
sustainable heating and cooling source. 

Geothermal Energy

The contractors for Mulroney Hall 
developed and implemented a plan 
to improve indoor air quality during 
construction. This is an important 
measure that improves air quality during 
both construction and occupancy. These 
include numerous factors including 
HVAC protection, source control, and 
housekeeping. 

Clean Construction

As part of the scope of this project, three 
Electric Vehicle chargers were installed 
on the campus. Bicycle infrastructure 
was also incorporated into the building 
including bike racks and shower facilities. 
Signage was posted to reduce the speed 
limit on campus, which provides safer 
access to cycling at St FX University. 

Alternative Transportation



Brian Mulroney Hall has two solar panel 
arrays on its rooftops that produce a 
portion of the building’s electricity needs. 
Flat roofs like the ones on Mulroney Hall 
make ideal locations for photovoltaic 
panels. The arrays produce a total of 
____ kwh a year. 

Renewable Energy

Dark, non-reflective materials contribute 
to the heat island effect by absorbing 
heat from the sun and radiating it into 
the surroundings. Ambient temperatures 
in urban areas are higher as a result, 
increasing cooling loads and negatively 
affecting plants, animals, and humans. 
Highly-reflective white roofing was used 
to combat the heat island effect. 

Cool Roof

Mulroney Hall has an abundance of 
high-performance windows that capture 
stunning views of campus and flood 
the building with natural light. Access 
to views has been shown to increase 
occupants’ well being and capturing 
daylight reduces demands for electricity. 
Views to the exterior were an important 
design consideration for all spaces. 

Daylight and views

Mulroney Hall was built using materials 
with recycled content wherever possible. 
This reduces the need to harvest new 
resources and diverts materials from 
the waste stream. Many commonly used 
products are available with recycled 
content including steel, concrete, 
masonry, drywall, acoustic tile, carpet, 
ceramic tile, and insulation.

Recycled Materials

Indoor air quality was an important 
consideration for this building. LEED 
awards points for selecting low-emitting 
products. Volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) can be detrimental to human 
health so Mulroney Hall has incorporated 
low-emitting paints, adhesives, sealants, 
flooring, and composite wood throughout 
to provide better indoor air quality. 

Low-Emitting Materials

Reducing Contruction Waste

Construction projects can generate a lot 
of waste. Mulroney Hall’s construction 
debris was sent to a C&D site where it 
can be recycled and incorporated into 
new products for future projects. This 
leads to a more circular economy that 
reduces waste and conserves resources. 
Mulroney Hall diverted over 80% of the 
waste generated.


